Whole-Systems Sustainable Development in South Wales: Setting the Stage for Action


Forum Programme 19th and 20th July 2007
All events take place in the Main Hall (The Multi-Yurt) unless otherwise specified.

Day 1 - Thursday 19th July
09.15
Arrival and check in. Collect your Forum pack from the welcome desk. Refreshments available in the Gallery Barn.
10.15
Opening Session. Greetings, introduction and background to the Forum. With Glenn Davidson (Artstation), John Whitehead (South Wales Sustainable Futures) and Steve Harris (Science Shops Wales).
11.00
Whole-Systems Approaches to Education. Presentation and discussion with Nigel Topping of Schumacher College.
11.30

Refreshments in the Main Hall and Gallery Barn.
12.00  
Whole-Systems Sustainable Development in South Wales: Participatory Mapping of Issues, Aims and Objectives. Who are we, what do we know? Mapping areas of interest, roles and functions; setting up work practices and mapping procedures and processes for the Forum through participation and discussion. Facilitated by John Whitehead, Glenn Davidson, Emily Hodgkinson, Mark O’Connell and the Science Shops Wales Team.
13.00

Lunch. Served in the Gallery Barn

14.00
Groupwork Session 1: Practice, Education, Participation and Environment.  The forum splits into smaller workgroups for facilitated sessions with their main focus on one of four overlapping threads of discussion: 
· Practical elements of projects: putting renewable and appropriate technologies at the heart of projects; skills sharing and training; identifying and facilitating local and regional action potentials; negotiating regulatory frameworks. Facilitated by Leonie Salmon, Science Shops Wales and Richard Drover, micro-hydro engineer.
· Education and Communication: developing active learning processes and knowledge structures around practical activities; interpretation and dissemination of whole-systems approaches. Facilitated by Jonathan Rigby, Edwardsville Primary and Nigel Topping.
· Community participation: participative, democratic, social, cultural and creative aspects of whole-systems development. Facilitated by Steve Harris and John Whitehead.
· Environmental issues and impacts: Interacting with, enhancing and managing local and regional biodiversity; participatory environmental action in a whole-systems context; valuing and improving the built environment. Facilitated by Nicky Shelswell and Alec Fraser of Science Shops Wales. 
The aim of this session will be for each group to prepare a list of questions for the other groups from their particular perspective. Part-way through the session the groups will be reconfigured to address the questions generated from other perspectives.
15.30 

Refreshments in the Main Hall and Gallery Barn.
16.00
Groupwork Session 2. Smaller working groups pursue specific issues arising from Session 1 in more detail while seeking to recognise and incorporate previously unarticulated issues and perspectives on practical action for whole-systems sustainable development in South Wales.
16.45
Day 1 Round-Up. This session will seek to summarise outcomes from the day’s workgroup sessions and identify specific themes and issues to take forward into Day 2. Facilitated by John Whitehead, Glenn Davidson, Emily Hodgkinson, Mark O’Connell and the Science Shops Wales Team.
17.15

Refreshments in the Main Hall and Gallery Barn.
17.30
The Lammas EcoVillage Project. Presentation and discussion with Simon Dale and Paul Wimbush of the Lammas project.
18.15
Free time. Hang out and chat or take a walk around Coed Hills. A range of artworks and inspirational documentary films will be on view throughout the evening in the Coed Hills gallery.
19.00  
Evening Meal and Celebration in the Gallery Barn, Woodland Camp, and Accommodation Area. Music from Carreg Lafar and Salmon of Knowledge, stories from David Ambrose and rap eco-poetry with Dan Drummond. Chat around the fire in the woods till late.
Day 2 - Friday 20th July
8.00
Breakfast in the Gallery Barn.
09.00
Optional Yoga Wake-Up Session with Sue Wakefield - outdoors or in depending on the weather. Assemble outside the Gallery Barn.
09.15

New Arrivals Check in. Refreshments available in the Gallery Barn
09.45  

Morning Short Story with David Ambrose. 
10.00  
Day 2 Welcome & Recap/Participatory Mapping Session.  Whole-group session facilitated by Glenn Davidson, Steve Harris, John Whitehead and the Science Shops Wales Team
10.45
The Greenhouse Britain Project. Presentation and discussion with David Haley of Manchester Metropolitan University.
11.15
Refreshments in the Main Hall and Gallery Barn.
11.45
Groupwork Session 3: Strategies, Identities and Possible Futures.

This session will focus in further on issues arising from the preceding discussions and will aim to include topics such as:

· Developing strategies, finance, management and core skills for specific projects.

· Developing local bio regional identities through environmental and sustainability audits
· Further work on developing curriculum linked active learning initiatives and educational pathways
· Developing community participation and community finance initiatives.
11.45
Breakout Session: Process Work, Sustainability, and Whole-Systems Change facilitated by Mark O’Connell and Emily Hodgkinson. Process Work is dedicated to accurately following the way of nature, while bringing awareness into the patterns structuring our lives; including those parts normally unseen, unappreciated, disturbing or marginalized. Through this interaction a surprising and crazy wisdom emerges showing a creative way forward in even the most difficult situations.
13.00

Lunch in the Gallery Barn.
14.00
Possible Futures. Presentation and discussion with Barbara Adam of Future Matters. Connecting practical steps to long term sustainable futures and identifying a collective vision.
14.30
Summing up and final mapping session defining outcomes, action steps and commitments from Forum delegates. Facilitated by John Whitehead, David Ambrose, Emily Hodgkinson, Mark O’Connell and the Science Shops Wales Team.
15.30 
Closing Session and fond farewells. Refreshments available in the in the Main Hall and Gallery Barn for those who want to stay on for a while, chat and exchange email addresses…  
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